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Executive Summary 

 

During the reign of the current Awami League government attacks on the 

minority communities have increased at an alarming level. Houses, 

temples and properties of Hindus and Buddhists have been subject to 

attacks launched by the Awami League and its associated wings all over 

the country. However, the police and other law enforcement agencies 

have failed to bring the perpetrators of the attacks to justice. Moreover, 

the Government is continuously blaming opposition political parties for 

these attacks. This is simply a political race designed to mobilise 

international opinion in their favor by portraying the opposition as the 

oppressor of minority. This report shows that when the attackers remain 

unidentified, the Government is quiet to blame the opposition, while the 

attackers who are caught red-handed invariably turn out to be member 

of the ruling Awami League.  

Background 

Bangladesh is a predominantly Muslim country with a considerable population belonging to 

other religions. About 12 percent of the population comprises the minority communities in 

Bangladesh. During the tenure of the current government led by Awami League, attacks on the 

minority communities have increased. Houses, temples and properties of Hindus and Buddhists 

have been subject to attacks launched by the Awami League, Juba League, Chhatra League in 

Pabna, Satkhira, Madaripur, Mymensingh and many other districts of Bangladesh.  
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Attacks on Hindu villages in the countryside have shot up in recent past at a time when election 

is knocking at the door and the ruling Awami League is preparing to hold a managed unilateral 

election sidetracking major opposition BNP and its 18-party allies. The Awami League is 

working to use the communal card in next general elections. It is always at work to depict BNP 

and its allies as a political platform sheltering terrorism including hostile outlook to the Hindu 

community. The ruling party had blamed Jamaat-BNP men for attacks and torching of Buddhist 

villages and temples at Ramu in Cox‟s Bazaar district early this year which drew much attention 

in the global media. However the evidence shows that the mob gathered initially under the call of 

local Awami League leaders. They led the mob to the Buddhist villages to torch their homes and 

temples.
1
 

Some of the recent incidents of minority oppression by the Awami League are mentioned in the 

following reports: 

Juba League Leader Sets fire toHindu Houses of Satkhira 

One leader of Jubo League, the youth wing of ruling Awami League party, was handed over to 

the police by locals on 14 December 2013 while he was 

escaping after setting fire to several Hindu residence at 

Debhatain Satkhira.  

Detained Jubo League leader Abdul Gaffar admitted that 

he torched the Hindu houses according to the instruction 

of his local Awami League leader. He provided three 

more names of his fellow assistants to police. Locals said, 

at about 11 pm on Saturday 15-20 miscreants with faces 

covered with masks torched the house of the Suneet 

Sarkar at Parulia village in Debahata upazila, causing two 

houses to burn completely. Seeing this, local people 

                                                 

1
http://www.bangladeshchronicle.net/index.php/2013/11/hindu-community-under-attack-ahead-of-election/ 

Juba League leader Abdul Gaffar arrested for 

attacking on Hindus. 
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raised alarm and the miscreants tried to run away. 

Local people chased them and one of the mobs caught Abdul Gaffar red handed. He was handed 

over to police at about 9am on Sunday. Arrested Abdul Gaffar is the son of Elbar Gayne, 

resident of the same area. Debhata police confirmed the incident and said, local people detained 

Abdul Gaffar and handed him over to the police. Asaduzzaman Mukul, Jamaat Ameer of 

Debhata Upazila condemned the incident and said, Awami League wants to pin the blame on 

Jamaat after they themselves set fire to the houses of Hindu residents.
2
 

Later on 16 December, 2013 the Mobile Court led by Magistrate Rezaul Karim sentenced the 

ruling party leader Abdul Gaffar to one year‟s imprisonment on the charge of attacking Hindu 

houses.
3
 

Sathia Attack by Ruling Party Men 

On 2 November 2013, a mob led by Awami League leaders went on rampage in Bonogram 

village in Sathia Upazila of Pabna district attacking and looting the houses and shops of the 

Hindu community. According to a section of the media the attackers were BNP-Jamaat men who 

led the mob to destroy their homes and temples. But later, it turned out that the local ruling party 

goons with the support of government ministers, ruling party MPs and other party leaders had 

carried out the carnage.
4
 

                                                 

2
http://www.english.rtnn.net//newsdetail/detail/1/4/56410#.UrBdS7R_Gno 

3
http://www.jugantor.com/current-news/2013/12/16/50331/print 

4
http://unbconnect.com/pabna-attack/#&panel1-3 
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By way of background, ruling party goons had been demanding tolls from a local wealthy Hindu 

businessman for some time, who claimed to have had informed that he claimed he had informed 

the matter to party leaders, in addition to the local administration, of late the goons belonging to 

Awami League has their demand for paying Tk 200,000 to them, failing which they had 

threatened the Hindu businessman with dire consequences. However the man refused to give in 

to the unlawful demands.
5
 

By way of retaliation local Awami League leaders distributed insulting the Holy Prophet in the 

local market and blamed the son of the Hindu businessman to have been involved in the 

mischief. They later mounted an attack on the Hindu dominated village destroying over 100 

homes and idols in temples.
6
 The attackers also vandalised and looted 10-12 business 

establishments, 25-30 houses and 

three Hindu temples, and torched 

the house of Rajib Shah, a Hindu 

boy. The mayhem continued for 

about two hours.
7
 

After the attack, the ruling party 

Awami League sent a delegation 

to Sathia on 6 November to show 

solidarity with the devastated 

villagers. Two of the alleged 

attackers were seen moving with 

the State Minister for Home Shamsul Hoque Tuku and two lawmakers from the district. 

Interestingly, during the visit, the state minister claimed that his party men had tried to save the 

Hindu families. Mithu and Rubel, who according to villagers were among the attackers, were 

                                                 

5
http://thenewnationbd.com/news-details/nn/1287/stop-exploiting-religious-sentiment---thenewnation 

6
http://www.bangladeshchronicle.net/index.php/2013/11/hindu-community-under-attack-ahead-of-election/ 

7
http://unbconnect.com/pabna-attack/#&panel1-3 

Mithu, one of the men alleged to have vandalised over 100 Hindu houses 

and temples, inset, at Bonogram in Santhia of Pabna on Saturday, is seen 

behind State Minister for Home Shamsul Hoque Tuku when he visited the 

area. 
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prominently seen welcoming the ministers and taking part in a rally protesting the attackers. 

Another youth named Ani, who was also with the attackers, was seen in the programme.
8
 

On 7 November 2013 National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) Chairman Prof Dr Mizanur 

Rahman also expressed his concern over what he termed police inaction in arresting those who 

had attacked the Hindu community members at Bonogram in Sathia, Pabna.“Perpetrators (of 

Pabna incident) roam with ministers under police protection. But, you (police) can‟t arrest them,” 

he said while visiting the affected Hindu houses at Bonogram. Handing a copy of an English 

daily to the Additional Superintendent of Policeof Pabna, the NHRC chief said, “The newspaper 

(in its Thursday issue) published photograph one of the perpetrators with a (junior) minister.” He 

then demanded arrest of the perpetrator as quickly as possible. Dr Mizan said, “If it doesn‟t 

happen, we‟ll think you (police) were involved in the incident.”
9
 

Hindu Property and Temple Attacked by Ruling Party Leader in Barisal 

A ruling party leader of Barishal attacked a Hindu residence and vandalized Hindu idols in order 

to occupy a house in Gouranadi, Barisal on 25 November 2013.
10

 They also assaulted two Hindu 

women, TulshiSaha(55) and Maya 

Rani Poddar (80). The attack took 

place in the South Bijaypur 

neighbourhood at midnight. The 

locals said that the attacks took place 

when upazila Juba League leader and 

panel mayor of the municipality SM 

Firoz Rahman tried to grab the 

ancestral property of Ratan Bhoumik 

                                                 

8
http://www.bangladeshchronicle.net/index.php/2013/11/hindu-community-under-attack-ahead-of-election/ 

9
http://primenews.com.bd/details/18485 

10
http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/printnews/2013/11/26/225977 

Hindu idols vandalized by ruling party men in Gouranadi. 
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consisting of 2.77 acres of land. 

About 10 people led by S.M Firoz Rahman and his two brothers trespassed into the house at 

midnight, claimed the ownership of the property and tried to erect a sign board on the premises. 

When the female residents of the house protested, the attackers beat them and vandalized the 

idols in the temple. Police reached the spot after the attackers have escaped.  

Attacker on Hindu Property Released 

In Mymensingh, a leader of Bangladesh Chhatra League, the student wing of the ruling Awami 

League was released by the police after he was caught red-handed attacking a Hindu temple on 

16 October 2013.KallyanTitu is the Vice President of the city unit of Bangladesh Chhatra 

League. District leaders of the Hindu Worship Observing Committee have expressed their anger 

over this incident. 

At about 8 pm in the evening, BCL leader Titu attacked a temple and vandalized idols near 

Daspara of Mymensingh City. In protest, the Hindu worshippers declared that they would 

boycott the Pratima Bisarjan ceremony. Being informed about the incident, police arrested the 

BCL leader. 

But when the police learned that the attacker was a leader of the ruling party, they released him 

immediately. His name was also intentionally omitted from the first information report (FIR) 

filed in relation to this matter.
11

 

                                                 

11
http://www.banglanews24.com/printNews.php?nssl=57e4624e7ca3e8404fa87f46a020689d 
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Hindu Temple Attacked in Ramgati 

On 19 March 2013, two Hindus including a keeper of a Hindu temple were injured by an attack 

carried out by Juba League leader Jahir Uddin Suman in Ramgati of Laksmipur district. Among 

the injured, Liton Debnath was admitted to a hospital in critical condition. The other victim Bijan 

Bhowmik was given first aid treatment. 

The attacker Jahir Uddin Suman is the 

Joint Convener of Ramgati unit Juba 

League, the youth wing of the ruling 

party Awami League. The Convener of 

Juba League tried to explain the attack by 

claiming that Jahir Uddin was not 

mentally sound despite being the Joint 

Convener of the party. City Councilor and 

leader of Hindu-Buddhist-Christian Unity 

Council Aparup Das has said that the incident has caused panic among the minority population 

in the area.
12

 

BCL Rampage on Hindu Temples and Residents in Madaripur 

The student wing of the ruling party, 

Bangladesh Chhatra League committed 

rampage in Madaripur by attacking at least 30 

Hindu business, properties, houses and temples 

on 3 April 2013. They torched the houses and 

shops owned by Hindu. At least 15 people 

were injured in their attack. The injured are 

                                                 

12
http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/printnews/2013/03/20/192756 

Destructed Hindu property in Ramgati. 

Vandalized Hindu temple in Madaripur. 
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admitted to various hospitals and clinics.  

A few days back, a Hindu student named Biddut caught a BCL activist with narcotic drugs and 

handed him over to police. After this incident, BCL leader Rony along with 80 other activists of 

the ruling party launched a massive attack on Hindu properties in the Sabujbagarea of 

Madaripur. They torched Hindu houses after pouring petrol. One Asha Goura and other Hindu 

residents allegd that their shops were torched by BCL in the incident. The Local Hindu people 

arranged a protest meeting in the city the next after the incident. that their shops have been 

torched by BCL in the incident.
13

 

Attack in Bashkhali, Chittagong 

Just after the judgment passed by the Tribunal in Sayedee case on 28 February 2013, thousands 

of people came down on the streets and started protesting. They passed by the marketplace which 

is mainly a Hindu inhabited area, but nothing happened then, as admitted by a Vivekananda 

Maharaz, head Shebait [i.e. the person responsible for taking care of the idols] of the local 

temple. However, after the procession had passed a number of masked came and set many Hindu 

houses on fire. They also attacked 

the temple, looted valuables and 

then ran away. Six houses were 

burnt to the ground, and the 

Loknath Temple was destroyed.
14

 

Local people wondered as to why 

they did not get police attention at 

all, when the attacked temple was 

adjacent to the Police Camp. 

Locals said, the assailant waited for about two hours, till the fire burnt down everything but no 

                                                 

13
http://www.amardeshonline.com/pages/printnews/2013/04/05/195198 

14
http://www.w2.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2013/03/10/191313#.UT7kNDfWHFz 

This Hindu woman has lost everything in attacks of Awami League men in 

Bashkhali. 
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one came to their aid. According to local residents Abdullah Liton, leader of the local Awami 

League faction was seen instigating people to attack the minorities. More interestingly, none of 

the houses or shops of Hindu people who were active supporters of the ruling party were 

attacked at all! Such unanswered questions created a very uncomfortable situation in the area. 

Yet, the AL leader Liton was later seen collecting money for helping the minorities and if 

anyone refused, he threatened that they would be implicated in the cases filed by the Police. 

However, the Police, the Local Govt. and the Local ruling party leaders including Liton blatantly 

blamed Jamaat; but the actual scenario in the locality is otherwise.
15

 

Attack on Hindus of Gopalpur, Tangail 

Helpless people from Minority Hindu community sought shelter at the Police station to save their 

lives and property from ruling Awami League cadres at Gopalpur, Tangail. Despite being beaten 

up and their houses being destroyed several 

times, these people still tried hold fast to their 

birthplace but the repression exceeded all 

limits. 

In a written petition, Ranglal Chanda, leader of 

the local Hindu community stated that, local 

thugs were forcefully collecting money from 

them for a long time, but on Saturday (9
th

 March) they demanded Fifty Thousand within ten 

hours, otherwise the Hindu families would be banished from the village and females of their 

family would be abducted and raped. This helpless people rushed to the Police Station for help, 

but there was little hope for them as all the thugs committing such atrocities belonged to Awami 

League. 
16

 

                                                 

15
http://www.w2.amardeshonline.com/pages/details/2013/03/10/191313#.UT7kNDfWHFz 

16
http://www.pagewash.com/nph-

index.cgi/000010A/uggc:/=2fjjj.nzneqrfubayvar.pbz/cntrf/qrgnvyf/2013/03/11/191540 

http://skmahdi.files.wordpress.com/2013/06/minority-03.jpg
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An Oppressed Hindu Woman of Bagherhat 

A woman of Kachua in Bagerhat went into hiding after the Upazila Chairman, Sheikh Mahfuzur 

Rahman, raped her, asked her to leave the country and threatened her not to seek justice. 

Mahfuzur Rahman is the convener of the Kachua unit Awami League and is reported to have 

raped the woman in her house at night on December 19, 2013 at Charkati in the upazila. Her 

husband, who owns a pharmacy, was not at home at the time. 

Local people alleged that Mahfuzur Rahman had threatened her and her husband and directed 

them to leave the country. The woman, along with her husband and a minor son, went into hiding 

early December 21, 2013. Muktijoddha Sangsad and Puja Udjapan Parishad of the district 

organised demonstrations, rallying for the removal of Mahfuzur Rahman as Upazila Chairman 

and his early arrest.
17

 

The police officer-in-charge, GG Biswas said that he had already been asked to take legal action 

after an investigation and to file a case against the accused. „But I am yet to find the victim as 

she is reported to have gone into hiding after the Upazila Chairman threatened her,‟ he said.  

Besides, a widely visited Temple was torched by some unknown thugs at Morelganj, Bagherhat. 

They came silently at night and ran away after setting the temple on fire. Local Police officials 

stated that they were trying to find the culprits. 

The scenario is almost the same in other places of Bangladesh as well. Temples and houses of 

minority Hindu community are being attacked at night, and then Jamaat and other Islamist 

groups are being blamed for the attacks. 

                                                 

17
http://newagebd.com/detail.php?date=2013-01-05&nid=35749#.UT7s0jfWHFz 
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Ramu Violence on Buddhists 

On 29 September 2013, a brutal attack on minority Buddhist community in Ramu by some 

unknown assailants shocked the whole country. Hundred-year old monastery and Buddhist 

temples were set ablaze, most of the valuables including gold and stone statues of Gautama 

Buddha were looted.
18

 Poor Buddhists became homeless overnight after thousands of terrorists 

and thugs rampaged through villages, looting houses and burning down Buddhist temples. 

“People from all the major political parties were among the rioters – some were local leaders 

who are well-known to us” – according to a Buddhist community leader. Local people say the 

violence went on for nearly six hours in various villages of the Ramu sub-division. 

The protests were triggered after an image allegedly insulting the Quran was posted on the 

Facebook wall of a Buddhist youth. Investigations by local media later revealed that the youth 

had nothing to do with the incident. Although some tried to link the attacks on Buddhists with 

the ethnic conflict between Rohingya Muslims and the majority Buddhist population in the 

neighboring Burmese state of Rakhine, local people dismissed the notion. 
19

 

However, digging deep into the 

crisis, it was found that the first 

protest rally against the 

unconfirmed post on Facebook 

insulting Quran, was brought out 

and headed by local Awami 

League leaders. Later on, they 

organized and instigated the mass 

people to attack on the Buddhist 

villages. More surprisingly, Police 

and Administration authorities did not take any action against this rampage which continued for 

                                                 

18
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-21161354 

19
http://www.real-timenews.com/newsdetail/detail/1/1/54368 

The first Rally led by Awami Fishermen League Ansar Bhutto, Jubo League 

leader Hafej and Chhatro League leader Saddam in Ramu. All form ruling 

party cadres. From this rally, the first attack was administered. 
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about 5-6 hours. This also indicated some involvement or tacit approval from the Government 

and members of the ruling party. However, as always the media and Awami League leaders 

immediately started to blame Jamaat and BNP for this violence and some criminal cases were 

also filed against them.
20

 

Killing of Bishwajit Das 

Biswajit Das, 24, a tailor, was hacked in public to death on the way to his shop at Shakharibazar 

in Old Dhaka during the opposition‟s countrywide road-blockade on 9 December 2012. Activists 

of Jagannath University Chhatra League, the student wing of the ruling Awami League, swooped 

him in front of Bahadur Shah Park and beat him with hockey sticks. 

The government quickly pointed out fingers at the member of opposition parties for killing of 

Biswajit. On December 13, Prime Minister‟s Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad blamed the 

opposition and claimed that no BCL activists were involved with the killing of Biswajit. 

While addressing reporters at the Prime Minister‟s Office, he gave particulars of six alleged 

murderers, including two ex-members of Islami Chhatra Shibir, a pro-Jamaat-e-Islami student 

body.
21

 A number of ministers 

including Environment Minister Hasan 

Mahmud had also said that Biswajit‟s 

attackers were not activists of Chhatra 

League.
22

 

But the government failed to shift the 

burden on the opposition because A 

Dhaka court on 18 December 2013 

                                                 

20
http://www.weeklysonarbangla.net/news_details.php?newsid=6976 

21
http://www.thedailystar.net/beta2/news/8-bcl-men-to-hang-2/ 

22
http://news.priyo.com/2013/12/18/verdict-biswajit-murder-case-today-95266.html 

BCL activists publicly killing a Hindu boy Bishwajit Das. 
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sentenced eight BCL activists to death and 13 others to life imprisonment for killing tailor 

Bishwajit Das in Old Dhaka.
23

 

Violation of Human Rights 

Minority repression has become a very common feature in Bangladesh during the tenure of the 

current government. Though constitutionally Islam is the state religion Muslim, Hindus, 

Christians and Buddhist have been living in peace and harmony for thousand years in here. But 

in reality the members of those minority communities are subject to political or personal 

victimization or even made scapegoats for political purposes, for which they have to pay a heavy 

price with their lives and properties. These incidents are clear violation of human rights as 

recognized by international instruments as well as Bangladesh Constitution. 

Everyone has the right to practice their religion according to Article 18 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights 1948. Under Article 28 of the Bangladesh Constitution, no citizen 

shall, on grounds of religion, race, caste etc. be subject to any discrimination. But the 

government of Bangladesh has failed to protect human rights of the minorities by allowing the 

party men to attack Hindus and Buddhists. 

Recommendations 

 The ruling party leaders and activists must be prevented from attacking the minority 

community. 

 The government must refrain from using violence against Hindus and minorities with a 

view to putting the blame on the opposition parties. 

 The police must not show lenient behavior towards members of the ruling party after 

their supporters and members attack Hindus and other minority people. 

 There should be an investigation by an international human rights organization into all 

incidents of atrocities omitted against members of the minority population.  

                                                 

23
http://www.thedailystar.net/beta2/news/8-bcl-men-to-hang-2/ 


